Surgical treatment of giant cell tumors of the pelvis.
There are many problems concerning management of giant cell tumors in the pelvis: diagnosis, surgical approach, adequacy of treatment, reconstruction, and prognosis. Of 58 cases of giant cell tumor of bone from 1962 to 1985, five cases arose in the pelvis, two in the ilium, two in the ischium, and one in the pubis. Surgical procedures included en bloc excision in four cases and intralesional excision in one. Reconstruction included sacroiliac fusion in one, iliofemoral fusion in one, and pelvic prosthetic replacement in another. Recurrence and metastasis did not occur in any of the cases. All patients were able to walk without crutches. A good surgical approach isolates major vessels and nerves, and permits excision to prevent recurrence and control bleeding. Reconstructive surgery may be required for treatment of a pelvic giant cell tumor.